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AMONG FRIENDS

MY SUMMER WITH JOHN HASSLER

By Karen Johnson
When [ moved to

Minnesota two years ago and
read North of Hope about a
priest who meets an old
flame many years later, I
became intrigued with the
author, Jon Hassler, a native
Minnesotan. The writing is a
bit of escapism but always
with a Minnesota setting and
with intelligent writing,
frequently ending with a
twist. When I read of his
death last spring, I was
saddened to think we would
have no new books by this
gentle writer who obviously
knows his subjects and has
communicated much of their
collective personality through
his writing. This led me to
purposefully read as many
Jon Hassler books over the
summer as I could.

Several of his books center
around Staggerford, an

imaginary

place in
Staggerford

central
Minnesota

A NOVE]!

series to
include Green

Journey, Dear
James, Staggerford Flood,
Staggerford Murders, and The
New Woman. They all revolve
around the stern spinster
Agatha McGee in this small
northern town with quirky
characters. Word of warning:
Green Journey, Dear James and
Staggerford Flood should be
read in this order.

As a professor at St. John’s
University in Collegeville,
MN, Mr. Hassler wrote from
his own experiences in
academia in Rookery Blues. Set
in the 1960’s, the

administration

ION at Rooker
HASSLER St
e

State College

5, .
s | won tglve

raises to the
ROOKERY
BLUES

professors.
When
building
projects continue, the
professors decide to strike,
even though it is contrary to
their natures to demonstrate
in a picket line, especially in
freezing weather. In the
interwoven story about five
professors who start a jazz
quintet, their developing
relationships give us insight
into their passions and
failings.

In Dean’s List, it is 20 years
later. The only
professor from

JON
HASSLER

the quintet
still at
Rookery
State, 57-year- g
old Leland ) -
Edwards, is on BBSEWESBEY
a wild journey

to get a famous poet to speak
on campus. The poet is a
slippery character, and
Leland has a balancing act
with his ailing mother, ex-
wife, new girlfriend, and
newly discovered relatives on
his journey as a dean of the
college and possible next

president.

Several books that stand
alone, not actively a part of
Rookery or Staggerford, are
equally engaging. Love Hunter

is a dark story of two

JON
HASSLER

professors at
Rookery

State. When
il one develops

THE LOVE [l
HUNTER e
R friend allow
B him to the
end of his life with dignity
when they both love the
same woman? Simon’s Night
tackles growing old but not
alone for a retired professor
from Rookery State. I highly
recommend Grand Opening
about preteen
Hank and his
parents who
move to a

small town in
1944 to open a {@)UANIN(E
derelict R
grocery . They
deal with small town politics,
battles between the Catholic
and Lutheran churches, and
coming-of-age for Hank. The
book is a reflection of
Hassler’s own childhood and
he wrote what he knew:
small town Minnesota,
academia, growing up
Catholic and growing old
with friends. I never met the
man but I will miss him,
remembering gently the time
we spent together during
mild summer days.
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BETHEL UNIV ERS%TY

Membership Levels /
Annual Dues

Student O $10
Supporting* O $25
Sustaining* O $50-$100
Patron* O $250
Lifetime** O $1,000

* Sustaining, Patron & Lifetime levels
can be joint membership for couples

** Lifetime membership may be paid
over a period of up to 5 years

Payment Options

0  Check payable to Bethel University

Mail to: Friends of the Bethel University Library

3900 Bethel Drive

Friends of the Bethel University Library

Membership for 2008-2009

O Renewing Member O New Member

Name

Street Apt.
City State Zip
( )

Phone

Email (Please include!)

O [I'would like to receive the Among Friends newsletter via email (Please include email address above)
O Please notify me by email so | can read Among Friends newsletter on the Library website

O Ilive in the Bethel area and would like to have University Library privileges
O

No, please do not list my name & membership level In Friends materials

Visit the Library website at http:\ \library.bethel.edu

Bookplate Options

For each $25 donation, you may have a bookplate placed in a new book

O “A Gracious Donation of...”

#
St. Paul, MN 55112 Please print your name
O VISA OO0 MasterCard O “/n Honor of..."
#
Acct # Please print name
O “In Memory of...”
Expiration Date Amount Charged Y
#
Please print name

Name on Card

Please use another sheet of paper if more space is needed

Signature

Place bookplates in book(s) in the following area(s) of study:

Billing Address Street

O No Preference [0 Math and Science

City State O Arts and Humanities Specify
( ) 00 Social Science
Specif
Telephone pecily ‘
O Bible/Theology/Religion Specify
O Other
Payroll deduction is available for Bethel Employees Soeciy
O Check here if you would like us to send a form OO0 Health Sciences Specify

for payroll deduction to you

Specify

Specify





