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ATLA RELIGION DATABASE WITH ATLASERIALS  
(EBSCOHOST ) 

                      
 Combines the premier index to journal articles, book reviews, and collections of essays in all 

fields of religion with ATLA's online collection of major religion and theology journals  

 I ncludes more than 537,000 article citations from more than 1, 633 journals (5 18 currently 

indexed), more than 2 25,000 essay citations from over 1 8,700 multi -author works, and more 

than 4 94,000 book review citations  

 Begins in 1949 although indexing for some journal titles extends ba ck into the nineteenth 

century  

 Produced by the American Theological Library Association  

 Works best when òsmartó searching techniques are being usedñefficient searching  
 

 

1.  Accessing the Database       
     Via the Libraryõs tab in BLink (http://blink.bethel.edu ): 

 1.1.  Locate the More Resources  channel 

 1.2.  Click on Databases & Sourc es by Subject  List  

 1.3.  Click on Religion & Philosophy    

 1.4.  Click on Religion Database ATLAS  
 

2.  Advanced Search  
     Allows one to place more than one type of search at a time, as well as using limiters  

 (e.g. Peer Reviewed Journals)  
  

   NOTE : The database has been set to automatically search multiple terms as a phrase.    
  Therefore, the following search techniques will be needed if you wish to create  
  different types of searches.  

 

ɷ  Narrow the search by using AND  

 Example: people of god   and israel     
 ɷ  Broaden the search by using OR 

  (Separate synonyms with an OR and enclose in parentheses)  

 Example: people of god  and (israel  or  jews) 
 ɷ Broaden the search by using Truncation  

  (Use *  to search for different endings to words)  

 Example:  people of god  and (israel*  or  jew *)  
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3.  Search Options / Limit Your Results  
 

The Advanced search page also provides the following options for making searches more 

efficient and effective:  
 

3.1.  Search Options:  

 Boolean/Phrase (using òandó, òoró, etc. between search terms) 

 Find all of my search terms  

 Find any of my search terms  

 Apply related words  

 Also search within the full text of the articles  
 

3.2.  Limit Your Results:  

 Full Text  

 Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals  

 Publication Type  (e.g.  Article, Essay, Review)  

 Year Published Fromé 

 Journal Title  (Search can take place from within a specific journal, e.g. Modern Theology ) 

 Language 
 

4.  Narrow Results By:  
 

After a search has been placed , additional options are offered by which one can further 

narrow that search:  

 Source Types  ( e.g. Journal Articles, Books, Essays, Reviews)  

 Subject  (òcontrolled vocabularyóñòofficialó subject terms/phrases used by this database) 

 Publication  (specific journal,  e.g. Journal of Ecumenical Studies)  
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A few of the Limit Your Results  options also appear again on this screen 

to facilitate the further narrowing of a search.   For example, you could 

narrow your search to items published in the last five years by moving the 

date slider to the right to 2003.  

 

As a search is limited, the terms, phrases, etc. by which the search has 

been limited appear at the top of the results list.  Any of the limiters can 

be removed by clicking on its òXó to again revise the search. 
 

 

 

 

5.  Additional Search Tools  
 

5.1.  Scriptures  
 

Allows one to search the database for articles, etc. covering specific passages of the Bible  
 

5.2.  Indexes  
 

Allows one to browse the database by, for example:  

 Geographic Name as Subject   (e.g. Israel)  

 Subje ct s All   (òcontrolledó or òofficialó vocabulary provided by the database) (e.g. People 

of God)  
 Topical Terms  
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6. Methods of Locating Subjects : Summary  
 

Subjects:  

 The òcontrolledó or òofficialó vocabulary used to describe each article or entry  

 Terms/phrases that will allow for a more focused, accurate search  
 

Examples: Israel (The People)  
   Israel (Christian Theology)  
   Covenants (Theology) 
   Bible (NT) ñRelation to Old Testament  
   Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) ñHistory  
   Jewish Christians ñEarly Church    

 

6.1.  Browse for a Subject  using Indexes  as described above  
 

6.2.  Note the  list of  Subjects  that appear to the left of a  

results list.  You may either:  

 Click on one or more of them to further narrow your search  

 Use one or more of them to create a whole new search  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.3.  Note the Subjects  that listed in individual records.  You may  

either:  

 Click on one to place a new search for all titles are described by that 

subject  

 Use one or more of them to create a whole new search 
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7.  Publications ( Journal Search ) 
 Allows one to browse the list of periodicals that are indexed in  ATLA Religion 

Database 

 Allows one to browse the òtables of contentsó (and sometimes the full text) of the 

issues of a specifi c journal titl e 

 NOT  good for efficient/effective subject searching  
 

7.1.  Click on the  link at the top left of the page  

7.2.  Enter the publication name in the Browsing: ATLA Religion Databse with  

ATLASerials ñPublications box and click on  

7.3.  Select  one or more titles and click on  
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8.  Creating and Viewing a Temporary Favorites List   
 

Provides a temporary folder to store items, making them available to print, save, email, or 

export.  NOTE: Items stored in folder are only saved until browse r window is closed.  

8.1.  From within an individual articleõs record, Click on the   icon; 
 

 from a Results List, Click on the  link at the end of  a citation  

8.2.  Click on the  icon near the top right of your screen or on the   

 link under  in the r ight column to view your list of 

temporarily saved citations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

9.  Temporary Search History  
 

Provides a temporary record of previous searches placed, making them available   

 to view, revise, or combine  
 

NOTE:   Searches must have been pl aced in the Advanced Search mode  
 

9.1.  To view your search history (re -display a previous search):  

 Click on the Search History/Alerts  link 

 Click on the View Results  link 
 

9.2.  To combine previous searches:  

 Click on the box in front of the search  

 Click on Add 

 When the new search appears in the search box, Click on Search   
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10.  Citation    
 

Search results display in citation view, which includes author, title, and source information 

(the elements that need to be included in a reference list)  
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11.  Abstract    
 

Clicking on the title of a citation displays more information, which can include an abstract 

(brief summary of an article)  

 

12.  Full  Text Article   
 

 Entire article  is available to view  online 

 Click on HTML Full Text  or PDF Full Text  fo llowing an individual citation in the 

results  list  to display the article  

 
 

 

  

 

 
   

13.  Print / E - mail / Save / Export     
  

13.1.  From an individual article : 

 Click on the article title link to print the citation and abstract , or  

Click on the PDF Full T ext  icon to print the article  

 Click on the appropriate icon  the top of the page , or      

Click on the PDF icon 

 Follow the prompts of the Print Manager , E- mail Manager , 

Save Manager , or the Export Manager  

 

  



 9 

13.2.  From a Folder List : 

 Click on the  icon near the top right of the screen, or on the 

 link under  in the right column to display your list of 

temporarily saved citations  

 Click on the appropriate icon the top of the page  

 Follow the prompts of the Print Manager , E- mail 

Manager , Save Manager , or the Export Manager  
 

NOTE:  Export Manager is used to export citations to RefWorks, the   
  bibliographic management program used to store citations and create   
  bibliographies in a selected documentation style  

 

14.  Locating Articles NOT Full Text in ATL A Religion Database    
 

To determine whether or not the Bethel University Library has access to the desired 

issue of the journal in p rint , microfiche, microfilm, or full text in another database:  
 

14.1.  Click on the Search Bethel Libraries for Full Text link following a citation  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

14.2.  If the journal is available in full text in another database : 

 Click on the Article  link in front of the name of the database  

 System should bring you directly to the article within this new database  

 If an Article link is not available, Click on the Journal link and place a search for 

the article within this new database  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

14.3.  If the journal is available in the Bethel University Library  in print, microfiche, or  

microfilm, you will need to:  

 Locate th e appropriate paper issue, microfiche, or roll of microfilm  

 Make a copy of the article  

 

 

 

 

    OR 
14.4.  Via the Libraryõs tab in BLink:  

 Locate the Find Journ al Titles  (NOT 

Articles) channel  

 Enter a search for the journal title   in the searc h box  

 Click on Go   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15.  Requesting Articles From Other Libraries Through Interlibrary Loan  
       (Articles that are not  available at or through the Bethel University Library)  
 

15.1.  Click on the University Patrons link following For Articles, request from another  

library  in the Full Text Linker  

 Login with your Bethel Username and Password  

 The citation information should already be inserted into the Interlibrary 

Loan form  

 Fill in any Notes you wish to include, and Click on  Submit Req uest  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


