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CINAHL  PLUS WITH FULL TEXT  
(Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health  Literature ) 

 
 

ɷ  Great research tool for all areas of nursing and allied health literature   

ɷ  Provides full text for more than 620  journal s indexed in CINAHL  

ɷ  Provides full text for 218 books/monographs  

ɷ  Has full text coverage dating back to 1937  

ɷ  Works best when òsmartó searching techniques are being usedñefficient searching  

ɷ  NOTE:   If the database is left idle for more than  15 minutes, it will òtime out ó 

 

 

1.  Accessing the Database   
 

Via the Libraryõs tab in BLink:  

1.1.  Locate the More Resources  channel 

1.2.  Click on Databases & Sources by Subject  List   

1.3.  Click on Nursing , Health  & Medicine  

1.4.  Click on CINAHL  Plus With Full Text  

  

2.  Advanced Search  
 

Allows one to place more than one type of search at a time, 

as well as using limiters  (e.g. peer-reviewed, published date, 

research article, etc.)  
 

NOTE:   The database has been set to automatical ly searc h multiple terms as a phrase.   
Therefore, the following search  techniques will be needed if you wish to cre ate 
different types of searches:  

 

 ɷ  Narrow the search by using AND  

 Example: nursing and history  
 ɷ  Broaden the search by using OR 

  (Separate sy nonyms with an OR and enclose in parentheses)  

 Example: nursing  and (profession or  career or  job)   
 ɷ  Broaden the search by using Truncation  

  (Use *  to search for different endings to words)  

 Example: nurs*  and child *  and (disease*  or  syndrome* ) 
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3.  Search Options / Limit Your Results  
 

The Advanced Search page provides additional options for making searches more  

efficient and effective:  
 

3.1.  Search Options :   

 Boolean/Phrase (using òandó, òoró, etc. between search terms) 

 Find all my search terms  

 Find any of my search terms  

 Apply related words  

 Also search within the full text of the articles  
 

3.2.  Examples of ways to Limit Your Results : 

 Full Text (the entire article is available to view online from within this database)  

 Published Date  / Publication Year 

 Publication  (search can take place from within a specific publication , e.g. American Journal 

of Nursing)  

 Peer Reviewed Journals  

 Research Article (empirical research methods used)  

 Evidence-Based Practice  

 Clinical Queries (e.g. therapy ñbest balance, pro gnosisñspecificity, review ñhigh 

sensitivity, causation (etiology) ñbest balance)  
 Journal Subset  (e.g. alternative/complementary therapies, biomedical, core nursing, 

double blind peer reviewed, health promotion/education, nursing, public health)  

 Publication  Types  (e.g. book chapter, care plan, case study, clinical trial, evidence -based 

care sheet, nursing interventions, standards ) 

 Gender / Age Groups / Inpatients / Outpatients  

 Special Interest  (e.g. critical care, emergency care, home health care, hospice/ palliative 

care, nutrition, obstetric care, pediatric care, wound care)  

 Number of Pages  
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4.  Narrow Results By  
 

After a search has been placed , additional options are offered by which one can  

Narrow Results By: 
 

 Source Types  (e.g. periodi cals, CEUs, evidence-based care sheets, quick lessons) 

 Subject: Major Heading  (òcontrolled vocabularyóñòofficialó subject terms/phrases) 

 Age 

 Gender 

 Publication Type  
 

A few of the Limit Your Results  options also appear again on this screen to facilitate t he 

further narrowing of a search  (e.g. full text).  

 

 
As a search is narrowed/limited, the terms, phrases, etc. by which the search has been 

limited appear at the top of the results list.  Any of the limiters can be removed by 

clicking on its òXó to again revise the search.  
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5.  Additional Methods of Locating Subject Terms  
 

Subject Terms:  

 Are the òcontrolledó or òofficialó vocabulary provided by the database 

 Provide terms/phrases that will allow for a more focused, accurate search  
 

5.1.  Browse the CINAHL Headings for a Subject Term  
 

 ǐ  Click on  at the top of the page  

 ǐ  Enter a search term in the browse box and Click on  

 

 ǐ  Click on box in front of one of the subject terms  

 ǐ  Click on  

     OR 

 ǐ   Click on the hyperlink for the subject term to display the òtreeó or subject  

  context into which this term falls, as well as a list of subheadings  

 ǐ   You may choose to click on one or more of the subheadings to narrow your search 

  to those specific areas  

 ǐ  Click on  
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5.2.  Locate a Subject Term in the ind ividual record of an article  
 

 ǐ  Click on a Subject Term to place a new search for all articles containing that  

  Subject Term  

 ǐ  Or, use a couple of the terms to place a new search on the Advanced Search  

  page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Publications Search ( Journal Search ) 
 

ɷ  Allows one to browse the list of periodicals that are indexed in CINAHL  
ɷ  Lists the years of a title for which only an abstract is available and the years for which 

 full text is available  
ɷ  Provides a description of the periodical 

(e.g.  Whether or not it is peer -reviewed, its intended audience, the subjects that 

 it covers, etc.)   

ɷ  Allows one to browse the òtables of contentsó (and sometimes the full text) of the 

 issues of a specific journal title   

ɷ  NOT  good for efficient/effect ive comprehensive subject searching  
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7.  Temporary Search History  
 

 Provides a temporary record of previous searches placed, making them available    

to view, revise, and combine  

 To access, Click on Search Histor y/Alerts  
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7.1.  To take action on previous searches placed:  

 7.1.1.  Click on View Results  to display the Results List of that search  

     OR 

 7.1.2.  Click on Revise Search  to display that search on the Advanced Search page  

  where revisions can be mad e 

7.2.  To combine previous searches:  

 7.2.1.  Click on the boxes in front of the searches you wish to combine  

 7.2.2.  Determine the type of search you wish to place by selecting and, or , or not   

  from the Combine searches with: drop-down menu  

 7.2.3.  Click on Add  

 7.2.4.  When the new search appears in the search box, Click on Search  

 

8.  Creating and Viewing a Folder (Temporary Favorites List)   
 

Folder provides a temporary place to store items, making them available to print,  

save, email, or expor t.   

NOTE:   Items stored in folder are only saved  until browser window is closed  
 

8.1.  To create:  From a Results List, Click on    at the end of  a citation;  

 from within an individual articleõs record, Click on the   icon 
 

8.2.  To view:  Click on    near the top right of your screen or on   

 under   in the right column to view your list of temporarily saved 

 citations  
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9.  Citation    
 

Search results display in 

citation view, which includes 

author,  title, and source 

information only (the elements 

that need to be included in a 

reference list)  

 

 

 

 


