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Descriptions & Features of CSA Databases 
*Descriptions are abbreviated from CSA  

ATLA Religion Database 
 
*The ATLA Religion Database is the premier index to journal articles, book reviews, and collections of essays in 
all scholarly fields of religion. Featuring articles written in 36 languages, ATLA includes over 400,000 article 
citations from over 1,400 journals, 600 of which are currently indexed. It also provides bibliographic coverage of 
over 200,000 essay citations from 15,500 multi-author works, over 375,000 book reviews, and features 128,000 
subject-headings. 
 
 Journals are selected for inclusion according to their scholarly merit and scope. Journals representing all the 
major religious faiths, major denominations, and numerous language groups are included. 
 
When might you search this database? 
 
When you need to find articles or books about: theology; religions of the world; exegesis of scripture passages; 
church; philosophical questions with ethical or religious dimensions; Christianity, etc. 
 
 

• Does not have a Thesaurus, but the subject headings/descriptors assigned to each item 
are hot linked to find more materials on that topic 

• Use Indexes to search for materials on particular scripture passages. Click the Search 
Tools tab and choose Scripture Citation Index (or find a link to indexes at the bottom of 
the Advanced Search page) 

 
 

 
 

• Books and articles indexed in ATLAS which do NOT appear to be available from the 
Bethel University Library are often available from Bethel Seminary Library. Be 
sure to search CLICnet for book and periodical titles (not article titles) before 
assuming there is no immediate access 

 
ERIC (Educational Resources Information Center) 
*Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education to provide extensive access to educational-related literature 
ERIC provides access to some 14,000 documents and over 20,000 journal articles per year. 

 
• ED = ERIC documents. Ex: ED 408275 

o The most recent years of these documents are available online via full text 
links 
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o Microfiche of documents from ED308235 (about 1990) onward is available in 
the BUL 

o Older documents can be order from forms on the Library homepage 
• EJ = Journal articles 

o Search for BUL Full Text to determine availability 
When might you search this database? 
Whenever your research involves subjects related to any aspect of education—not just k-12 or college. e.g., 
professional development; health education; drivers ed; environmental education; community ed; extension 
services, etc. 
 
Physical Education Index 
*Records are indexed and classified from peer-reviewed journals, report literature, conference proceedings, trade 
magazines, patents, articles from the popular press, and many other publications. Beginning in January 2001, 
enhancements to the database include the addition of abstracts, e-mail addresses, expanded publisher and 
author information, and other data to facilitate access to the fulltext. 
 
Coverage includes physical education curricula, sports medicine, dance, sport law, kinesiology, motor learning, 
recreation, standardized fitness tests, sports equipment, business and marketing, coaching and training, and 
sport sociology/psychology, health education and physical therapy. 
 
When might you search this database? 
Pretty well summed up in the coverage info above ;-}. 
 
 
*PsycARTICLES 
A  database of full-text articles from  51 journals published by the American Psychological Association, the APA 
Educational Publishing Foundation, the Canadian Psychological Association, and Hogrefe & Huber. The database 
includes all material from the print journals with the exception of advertisements and editorial board lists. 
 

• Search by Author, Keyword Journal Title 
• Browse through a particular journal by viewing Table of Contents (TOC 
• Full text is usually available in PDF or HTML 
• ALL of the articles are indexed in PsycINFO 

o Generally, it’s best to search in PsycINFO so you don’t miss all the articles 
and other materials on your topic that may not be available in 
PsycARTICLES! 

 
*PsycINFO  
Access to international literature in psychology, related disciplines such as psychiatry, education, business, 
medicine, nursing, pharmacology, law, linguistics, and social work. 
 
Sources include over 1,800 professional journals, chapters, books, reports, theses and dissertations, published 
internationally. Additionally, there are more than 8 million cited references in 185,000 journal articles, books, and 
book chapters. 
 
When might you search this database? 
When your topic involves a psychological dimension, e.g.: emotional/behavioral problems; depression; 
organizational behavior; psychiatric disorders; cognitive development; leadership qualities & behavior, etc. 
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*Social Services Abstracts 
Provides bibliographic coverage of current research focused on social work, human services, and related areas, 
including social welfare, social policy, and community development. The database abstracts and indexes over 
1,406 serials publications and includes abstracts of journal articles and dissertations, and citations to book 
reviews. 
 
When might you search this database? 
When you’re doing research on any aspect of the social services spectrum. From the National Association of 
Social Workers: “Social work research addresses psychosocial problems, preventive interventions, treatment of 
acute and chronic conditions, and community, organizational, policy and administrative issues. Covering the 
lifespan, social work research may address clinical, services and policy issues.” 
http://www.naswdc.org/research/researchMore.asp 
 
*Sociological Abstracts 
Abstracts of journal articles and citations to book reviews drawn from over 1,809 serials publications, and also 
provides abstracts of books, book chapters, dissertations, and conference papers from the international literature 
in sociology and related disciplines in the social and behavioral sciences. 
 
When might you search this database? 
From the American Sociological Association: “Sociology is the study of social life, social change, and the social 
causes and consequences of human behavior. Sociologists investigate the structure of groups, organizations, and 
societies, and how people interact within these contexts. Since all human behavior is social, the subject matter of 
sociology ranges from the intimate family to the hostile mob; from organized crime to religious cults; from the 
divisions of race, gender and social class to the shared beliefs of a common culture; and from the sociology of 
work to the sociology of sports.” < http://www.asanet.org/public/what.html> 

 
 

Search Options 
 

To Do a Keyword Search 
All CSA databases are set to start in the Advanced Search mode. 
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To Find the Official 
Subject Terms & Related 
Concepts: 

• Use the Thesaurus 
Search (Find on Search 
Tools tab, or at bottom 
of Advanced Search 
page) 

• Type your original term 
Follow leads to official 
terms                                   

• Add appropriate related 
terms to search 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
To Build a More Complicated Search: 
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To Browse a Specific Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Combine Searches: 
• Click the Search History link at the top of your screen. (Or the History tab in Search Tools, or the 

History link at the bottom of the Advanced Search screen).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Note the number assigned to each of your previous searches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Enter the numbers of the searches you want to combine, connected by the word “and”.  

 
 
• Scroll to the bottom of the page to find and click the Search button. 
 
 
To Browse Citations with More Complete Information: 
• Scroll to the bottom of the screen and pull down the Show menu 
• Choose Citation & Abstract, Full Record, etc. 
• Click the Go button to display records in selected format 
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To Follow Leads: 
• View Record 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look for the following: 
• Links to contact authors 

 
• Official terms—Descriptors—attached to the record 
 
 

• References used by the author 
• Cited by Links 
 
 

 
 
To Find Full Text: 
 
• Look for Full Text links for PDF or HTML 
 

• When Full Text links are NOT available, click on 
Search for Bethel University  Library Full Text 
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Bethel’s Full Text Linker will provide Links to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Save Records to RefWorks: 
• Mark items that look useful 
• Click on the RefWorks link at top of results list 

or at the top of an individual record from View 
Record display 

• Click the Export to RefWorks button 

 
 

 
 
 
To Retrieve Specific Articles When You Are 
NO Longer in the Databases: 
 

• Go to BUL  home page 
• Click in the box under Locate BCL Journals 
• Type in the journal title – NOT the article 

title 

 

If BUL has immediate access to the journal in any 
format, you will see the options. 
Be sure to note which Volume/Date you need. 
 

 
 
If Bethel does NOT have immediate access, 

• On the BUL  home page go to 

 
• Select Articles NOT available from Bethel. 
• Fill in the form. 

 


